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QATAR
Criminal caught with illicit narcotic

A

Doha Criminal Court has sentenced
an Eritrean man to 10 years in jail and
a ﬁne of QR200,000 for the possession of the illicit drug hashish.
Local Arabic daily Arrayah reported yesterday that the court also ordered his subsequent deportation. The case was brought
to the attention of the authorities when a
source reported to the Drug Prevention Department that the defendant had offered him
a quantity of hashish for QR4,500.

The source contacted the defendant for the
delivery details. The defendant told him to receive the illicit drugs from a garbage bin located at a certain place and place the money into
an empty packet of cigarette. At the designated time and place, the delivery took place at
under the surveillance of police patrols.
As soon as the defendant picked up the money, police arrested him, searched his car and
recovered the money. The narcotic involved in
the transaction was 100gm of hashish.

Winners of the astronomy Olympiad.

‘Bright Spark’ seeks to inspire students
T
he Qatar Biomedical Research
Institute (QBRI) and the Qatar
Energy and Environment Research Institute (QEERI), two of Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU)’s
national research institutes, came
together to organise a special twoday event - ‘Bright Spark’ - for
high-school students.
With the support of the Ministry
of Education and Higher Education,
the event saw the involvement of
more than 300 students - the majority of whom were Qataris - from
72 schools, participating in the Qatar National Astronomy Olympiad
(QNAO) and the Qatar Brain Bee
Competition (QBBC).
The event offered talented secondary students the opportunity to
shine both domestically and globally, competing for the chance to
represent Qatar in international versions of the competitions.
While QNAO aimed to foster
interest in astronomy and astrophysics and QBBC aimed to enrich,
evaluate and examine high school
students’ knowledge of brain sciences, both competitions sought
to inspire ambition among Qatari
high-school students.
Students from Mosaab Bin Omair
Secondary Independent School for
Boys, Ayesha Bint Abi Bakr Secondary Independent School for
Girls, and Ibn Taymiya Secondary
Independent School won the grand
awards for creative and innovative

Winners of the Brain Bee competition.
projects presented at the QNAO.
The results of the brain bee were
also announced, with Raya Makarim, from Bright Future International
School, taking ﬁrst place in the competition and winning the opportunity to travel to Copenhagen, Denmark, for the International Brain Bee
Competition. Makarim, along with
Rama Raed Ammuri and Tala Abu
Samaan, the second and third place
winners, from Al Bayan Secondary
Independent School for Girls, also
won the opportunity to learn more
about neuroscience and engage with
researchers at QBRI’s labs.
Started by a team of scientists
from QEERI’s Fascination Astronomy Programme, a project funded by
the Qatar National Research Fund
(QNRF), the Qatar National Astronomy Olympiad was born out of a
desire to use astronomy as a gateway
to the sciences for students in the

country. The programme organised
visits to 120 schools in Qatar in the
fall of 2015 and engaged students in
various hands-on astronomy activities.
The outreach efforts led to the
creation of 80 Astro Clubs across
the country, started by inspired
students and teachers. Thirty-ﬁve
of the clubs participated in the Olympiad with students completing
projects around various topics related to astronomy and presenting
their work in the presence of a group
of judges from QEERI.
In addition to the awards distributed, a group of 20 students will
soon be selected from among the
participants to undergo three more
months of intensive training by
QEERI specialists, as the institute
determines the ﬁnal team who will
represent Qatar at the International
Olympiad on Astronomy and Astro-

physics to be held this December in
Bhubaneswar, India.
The QBBC, the ﬁrst of its kind in
the Middle East, received more than
377 applicants from 37 schools to
compete for the top three spots and
represent Qatar in the International
Brain Bee 2016.
Dr Omar El-Agnaf, acting executive director of QBRI, said: “We
are extremely proud of all of the
students who took the initiative to
participate in Qatar Brain Bee competition, as well as the teachers and
parents who have supported them
through this journey.”
Dr Khalid al-Subai, QEERI’s acting executive director, said: “We are
very proud to host the ﬁrst Astronomy Olympiad in Qatar. Being part
of an Astronomy Club and preparing
for the National and International
Astronomy Olympiads can be a very
inspiring experience for students.”
“What we have seen here is tangible evidence of the success of investing in research and I am sure
that we are looking at the next generation of outstanding researchers,”
said Dr Abdul Sattar al-Taie, executive director of QNRF.
Dr Asmaa al-Muhannadi, head of
the Scientiﬁc Research Team at the
Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, said the competitions
allowed high school students to explore new ﬁelds in the sciences and
be trained by experts in astronomy
and neurosciences.

